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Prepare inventory, remove dubious 
books from shelves: HC to librarians
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE judges lamented that the 
fraudulent procurement could 
have been avoided had the direc-
tions been followed.

“If  only the comprehensive 
directions issued by us in the 
year 2024 had been fol-
lowed, we are certain 
that procurement would 
not have been made 
from dubious entities 
such as ‘Agalvilakku’, 
‘Sigma’ and ‘Phoenix’ 
publishers,” the bench 
observed.

The judges said they were sat-
isfied with the response of  the 
newly appointed Director of  
Public Libraries, RV Shajeeva-
na, who appeared through video 
conference at the court’s re-
quest, and Additional Advocate 
General B Saravanan, who as-

sured them that the DVAC had 
taken cognisance of the matter 
and effective action was being 
taken. However, they expressed 
concern that such an egregious 
breach of  the court’s order had 
undermined its majesty, adding 

that they could not remain 
silent.

The bench pointed out 
that its 2024 directions 
merely reiterated provi-
sions already contained 

in the TN Public Librar-
ies Act, 1948 (TN Act 24 of  

1948), and the rules framed 
under it. Public libraries were 
established to promote social 
justice, empower and educate 
people, the judges said. Stocking 
them with bogus books contain-
ing false information and works 
attributed to phantom authors 
not only violated the statutory 
duties under the Act but also in-

fringed the right to access accu-
rate and quality information, 
they added.

The bench directed librari-
ans concerned to immediately 
prepare an inventory of  the du-
bious books and remove them 
from the shelves. It also ordered 
the authorities to submit pho-
tocopies of  all relevant records 
and disclose the amount spent 
on procuring the books.

The Director of  Public Li-
braries was specifically direct-
ed to file a report detailing the 
entire sequence of  events and 
naming everyone involved. The 
judges also sought a list of  of-
ficials responsible for the fraud-
ulent procurement over the 
past two years, so that they 
could be added as contemnors 
in the case. The matter will be 
heard again on November 11 at 
2.15 pm.

Make plans to 
reduce waiting 

time during 
temple fest: Min  

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

HINDU Religious and Charita-
ble Endowments Minister S 
Ramesh has directed officials to 
make elaborate arrangements at 
all major Murugan temples in 
Tamil Nadu for the Kandha 

Sashti and Soorasamharam 
festivals to ensure devo-
tees have a safe, com-
fortable darshan.

The minister asked 
temple authorities to 
arrange additional 
queues and deploy 
more staff  based on the 

expected number of  devotees. 
They were also told to pre-

pare plans to reduce wait-
ing time during all six 
days of  the Kandha Sash-
ti festival, a release said 

Separate arrangements 
should be made to help 

senior citizens, pregnant 

women and persons with disa-
bilities have darshan without 
long waits. Volunteers and tem-
ple staff  should be deployed to 
assist them. The minister also 
directed officials to provide 
clean drinking water at several 
places in the temple premises 
and waiting areas. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Ready for blood test to prove my clean health: MLA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: “I’m doing my duty on a regular basis. There 
is CCTV footage and heavy security at the collector’s residence. You can 
check them to see if I did anything wrong.”  Reacting to claims 
regarding his drinking habits, Vignesh said, “I’m at my office till evening 
attending to people’s grievances. I’d even opted for a blood test to 
prove that my health is clean.” Vignesh, an MSc graduate from 
Moongilpadi village, runs a private cricket turf in Kallakurichi. Sources 
said he joined the TVK nearly eight months before the 2026 Assembly 
polls and was chosen as the candidate based on his ability to afford 
campaign expenses.  Reacting to the issue, MP and DMK deputy general 
secretary Kanimozhi Karunanidhi on Monday said the allegations show 
the threat faced by women from TVK MLAs and the government. She 
questioned if the CM would take steps to ensure safety of the senior 
woman official. Meanwhile, Rishivandhiyam MLA Vasantham 
Karthikeyan submitted a petition to Kallakurichi SP Shahnaz, seeking 
protection for the collector and other women officials.

Body of missing college 
student washed ashore 
CHENNAI: The search for an 
18-year-old college student swept 
away in sea off Ennore ended on 
Tuesday when his body washed 
ashore at Periya Kuppam beach. 
The deceased, Mohamed Faisal, 
had gone to Thalankuppam beach 
with five friends on Monday.  
Faisal, a second-year student at 
JNN College in Ennore, is the son of 
Mohamed Ali, a tailor in Ponneri. He 
was taking bath in the sea when a 
strong wave swept him into deeper 
waters. A team led by Ennore Fire 
Station Officer Murali had launched 
a search with personnel from the 
Marina Fire and Rescue Services 
and scuba divers.   ENS

Four killings in 
eight days raise 
concerns in UT
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  
@ Puducherry

A spate of  murders in 
Puducherry has trig-
gered concern among the 
members of  the public, 
with four violent inci-
dents reported in the 
town in the past few 
days.

In the latest incident, a 
26-year-old history-
sheeter, Murali, a painter 
from Puram Vasantham, 
was hacked to death by a 
gang of  eight at a resi-
dential area in Odhiam-
pet near Villianur on 
Monday evening.

Murali, who had sev-
eral criminal cases, in-
cluding a murder case, 
was consuming liquor 
with five friends when 
the gang arrived on mo-
torcycles and attacked 
him with sickles. His 
friends fled the spot in 
panic. Murali died on the 
spot, and the assailants 
fled after confirming his 
death. The latest killing 
comes amid a series of  
violent incidents in Pu-
ducherry. On November 
2, A Thamizhselvan(27) 
of  Rodierpet was hacked 
to death at Vanarapet 
while returning to his in-
laws’ house at Netaji Na-
gar, Uppalam. On No-
ve m b e r  6 ,  a  g a n g 
attempted to murder 
Pavithran in the Madu-
vupet area of  Lawspet. 
In yet another incident, 
auto driver Vinoth of  Ku-
maragurupallam was 
stabbed to death on Gan-
gaiamman Koil Street in 
Pillaithottam on Sunday 
morning. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

UNIDENTIFIED cyber 
fraudsters allegedly si-
phoned off  `22.10 crore 
from a bank account 
maintained by the Tamil 
Nadu Rural Development 
Department (TNRD) with a 
leading private bank’s CIT 
Nagar branch in Chennai. 
The fraud came to light after 
the department lodged a com-
plaint on November 3, nearly 
six weeks after the incident oc-
curred in the third week of  
September.

The Cyber Crime Wing 
(CCW) of  the Central Crime 
Branch (CCB), Greater Chen-
nai City Police, registered a 
case on the same day and 
launched an investigation.

A senior police officer from 
the CCW said the fraudsters 
initially compromised the de-
partment’s online portal, 
through which they accessed 
the bank account and siphoned 
off  the funds.

“We suspect an email con-
taining a malicious link was 
first sent to the portal. Once ac-
cessed, the fraudsters took con-
trol of  the portal. They then 
obtained the necessary details, 
including information about 
the bank account in which the 
funds were held,” the officer 
told TNIE.

Preliminary investigations 
revealed that the fraudsters 
gained control of  the website 
around September 12 or 13. 
They allegedly spent more than 
10 days analysing the portal 
and identifying its vulnerabili-
ties before siphoning off  the 
money.

The officer said the fraud-
sters, after gaining control of  
the portal, manipulated the 
website and generated fake ap-
provals for funds amounting to 
`14 crore for Mandapam Pan-
chayat Union in Ramanath-
apuram district, ̀ 3.10 crore for 
Nagapattinam Panchayat Un-
ion and `5 crore for Dhara-
puram Panchayat Union in 
Tiruppur district.

“The IP address used in the 
fraud keeps shifting between 
locations across the globe. The 
money trail is also leading us 
to multiple bank accounts, 
making it difficult to trace the 
funds,” the officer added.

A senior officer from the TN 
State Cyber Crime Wing said 
that officials from the Rural 
Development Department had 
lodged an online complaint 
through the National Cyber 
Crime Reporting Portal (NCRP) 
and approached the CCB. “We 
will assist them in the investi-
gation,” the officer said.

Cyber  fraudsters 
loot ̀ 22 crore  from   
TN govt’s bank a/c
Criminals spent over 10 days identifying weak 
links of portal before swindling money: Police

Tata plant deaths: Kin accept solatium, withdraw stir
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Krishnagiri 

FOLLOWING the death of  three 
persons at the Tata Electronics 
Private Limited’s (TEPL) efflu-
ent treatment plant in Vanniya-
puram near Hosur on Monday, 
relatives refused to file a police 
complaint till Tuesday evening
and demanded compensation 
of  over ̀ 1 crore and permanent 
jobs for the kin of  each de-
ceased.  The deceased — B Ak-
mal (28) of  Thinnur village near 
Panchapalli, P Kaveri (32) of  
Hanumanthapuram and M Sar-
athikumar(22) of  Belrampatti 
— from Dharmapuri district 
were working at the Perma 
Tech company which had taken 
a sub-contract from NALCO 
Water India Private Limited. 

On Tuesday, relatives staged 
protest seeking demands like 
compensation over `1 crore for 
each family, job opportunity 
and financial assistance to the 

children of  Kaveri. 
Police locked the hospital gate 

when they tried to stage a road 
roko on the Krishnagiri-Ben-
galuru NH in front of  the 
GKMCH at Bolupalli. During 
the protest, relatives of  Kaveri 
allegedly manhandled Krishna-
giri DSP Ramachandran and 

subsequently more than five 
persons were detained. They 
were released later.

The Krishnagiri district ad-
ministration sought report from 
TN Control Board (TNPCB) and 
Directorate of  Industrial Safety 
and Health (DISH) following the 
three deaths due to asphyxiation 

at the effluent treatment plant. 
Collector C Dinesh Kumar 

told TNIE, “TNPCB and DISH 
visited the company on Tuesday 
and a report will be submitted 
within a day. Based on the re-
port, necessary action will be 
taken. We have also asked the 
Tata management about the Ac-
tion Taken Report post the inci-
dent and steps will be taken to 
prevent such incidents in fu-
ture.” Another source privy to 
the investigation told TNIE, 
“The three died due to inhaling 

hydrogen sulfide gas and ppm 
levels in the tank will be checked 
by DISH.”

Meanwhile, Krishnagiri SP , 
GS Anitha rushed to the spot 
and held talks with people and 
HR representative of  Nalco com-
pany, during which people ac-
cepted for ̀ 30 lakh as compensa-
tion for each family and decided 
to withdraw their protest after 
registering a complaint. Simi-
larly postmortem was conduct-
ed for three bodies at the hospi-
tal in the evening.

Police preventing kin of the deceased from staging road roko in front of Government 
Krishnagiri  Medical College Hospital at Bolupalli  near Krishnagiri  on Tuesday | EXPRESS

MIN ASSURES PROBE INTO 3 WORKERS’ DEATH
CHENNAI: Industries Minister S Keerthana has promised a “thorough” 
investigation after three contract workers died from gas inhalation 
while cleaning a tank at a utility facility serving Tata Electronics’ Hosur 
plant, in Krishnagiri district, which makes Apple components. 
Keerthana said on X on Tuesday that she has directed the district 
administration to give “all necessary support” to the victims’ families 
and to address the situation “with utmost urgency”. “The safety and 
dignity of every worker must remain paramount,” she said, adding that 
action would follow the findings and that measures must be put in 
place to prevent a recurrence. 

Six persons held in connection with the murder 
of Special Sub-Inspector K Senthilkumar  in 
Theni were remanded in judicial custody at the 
Thekkampatti sub-jail on Tuesday

6 ACCUSED  
REMANDED

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

Phone No. 96461-18774, Email Id: semeteringpatiala@gmail.com

Tender Enquiry No.  MQP-277/2026-27/PR  Dated: 06.11.2026 

Chief Engineer / Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites e-tender for Design, 
Supply, Testing, Commissioning, Integration, Reading, Analysis and 5 year O&M of ISI marked 
LT AC 3 phase, 4-Wire CT operated Static, DLMS Compliant. Energy Meters (Category-D3)  
of -/5 A of Accuracy Class 0.5S (for both active and reactive energy) with ‘Optical Port’,  
AMI system & Communication infrastructure with a network platform across Punjab.  
For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 
06.11.2026, 17.00 PM onwards.

NOTE: Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C-1077/26/10/11/2026
1079/12/2026-27/16915

THANDRAMPET 
BRANCH

VEHICLE AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) 
and Guarantor(s) that the below described movable property hypothecated/
charged to the secured creditor, the Physical possession of which has been 
taken by the Branch officer of Indian Bank, Thandrampet Branch, Secured 
Creditor will be sold on “As is where is “,”As is what is”, and “whatever 
there is”  on 27.11.2026  for recovery of Rs. 916150/- (Rupees Nine Lakh 
Sixteen Thousand One Hundred Fifty) (as on 04.11.2026) due to the 
Indian Bank, Thandrampet Branch, Secured Creditor from

Sri Kumaresan S/o Subramani, 707, Agrampalipattu Main Road, 
Thenmudiyanoor, Chengam, Tiruvannamalai - 606707
 The specific details of the property intended to be brought to sale through 
e-auction mode are enumerated below:

Description of the 
Hypothecated assets 
put under e- auction: 

ACE Tractor
Model: DI 550 (55HP) RC TN25CM4813
Engine: A50TXBD0019736 Chassis No: 
LBE550051939

Encumbrances on property NIL
Reserve Price Rs. 7,20,000/-
EMD Amount Rs.72,000/-
Bid incremental amount 10,000/-
Date and time of e-auction 27.11.2026 & 11.00 AM to 04.00 PM 
Property ID No. IDIB8041930257
Bidders are advised to visit the website (https://baanknet.com) of our 
e-auction service provider PSB Alliance PVT Ltd. To participate in online bid. 
For Technical Assistance please call 8291220220. For Registration status 
and EMD status please email to support.baanknet@psballiance.com. 
For property details and photograph of the property and auction terms 
and conditions please visit https://baanknet.com and for clarifications 
related to this portal, please contact PSB Alliance Pvt Ltd. Contact No. 
8291220220.
Bidders are advised to use to use Property ID Number Mentioned above while 
searching for the property in the website with https://baanknet.com.

Nodal Bank Account No. and A/c Name Branch Name and IFSC Code 
CA- 6241208376  

INDIAN BANK, ZONAL OFFICE
Indian Bank,  

Tiruvannamalai Main Branch, 
IFSC-IDIB000T045

Date: 10.11.2026 Branch Officer / Authorised Officer
Place: Thandrampet Indian bank

DIPR/3481/Tender/2026

e- tender Invitation for Bids No: 23 / 2026-2027                            Dated: 10.11.2026

Superintending Engineer ,  North Circle, TNPHC Ltd

TAMIL NADU POLICE HOUSING CORPORATION LTD.
(A Government of Tamil Nadu Undertaking)

North Circle, No.1&7, Inspector quarters, Behind CPO Building,  
Linemedu, Salem – 636 006.

email id: senctnphcl@gmail.com & spndengrnc.tnphcl@tn.gov.in  Phone: 0427-2903010

Name of Work Approximate value of work 
in Lakhs

1) Rehabilitation of Drainage & Inspection Chambers to the existing 1 No. of DSP and 130 
Nos. of PC/HC Quarters at Vengikkal in Thiruvannamalai District. (SE/NC/DB/3103/2026)

  71.85 + GST @ 18%

1)  For Tender document, visit https://tntenders.gov.in. 2)  Date and Time for downloading and submission of tender docu-
ments: 23.11.2026 from 12.00 Noon to 08.12.2026 upto 6.00 P.M. 3)  Date and time of opening of the e-tender : 10.12.2026 
at 11.15 A.M . 4)  Detailed Tender Notice is available in the website www.tnphc.com & www.tnpolice.gov.in   

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

Phone No. 96461-18774, Email Id: semeteringpatiala@gmail.com

Tender Enquiry No.  MQP-271/2026-27/PR  Dated: 06.11.2026 
Chief Engineer / Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites 
e-tender for Procurement of 4-in-1 Polycarbonate Meter Boxes 
(Cabinets) for incorporating Single Phase Energy Meters.
For detailed NIT & tender specification please refer to 
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 06.11.2026, 17:00 PM onwards.

Note:- Corrigendum and addendum, if any, will be published online at  
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in

C-1078/26/10/11/2026
1079/12/2026-27/16917
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